
    Remembrance Day Talking Points 

 

****We in the Social Studies Department wish to thank all the 
staff for your support and assistance in presenting this 
Remembrance Day Ceremony with your students. **** 

 

1. Please open up the Prezi presentation at least 5 minutes beforehand 
in order for it to load properly. Click the Full Screen box at the bottom 
right hand corner of the screen. Please allow the use of Key Board 
keys. 

2. As the Prezi presentation begins, in order to advance to each new 
“bubble” of information, please use your computer’s left click button 
(or computer mouse) and click on the right arrow at the bottom of the 
screen of the Prezi presentation.  

3. *Make sure you have your speakers turned on to an appropriate 
volume.  

4. On the Prezi bubble showing the Poppy, please click on the brief 
video. 

5. The Flander’s Field Poem is being read by: Riley Dickson 
6. With each Prezi “bubble” please discuss or read out the below 

“talking points”   

 

Note #1 The significance of the 11th of November at 11:00 am: 

“Remembrance Day 

Canadians recognize Remembrance Day, originally called Armistice Day, 
every 11 November at 11 a.m. It marks the end of hostilities during the First 
World War and an opportunity to recall all those who have served in the 
nation's defence.  

 



 

Armistice Day 

Armistice Day was inaugurated in 1919 throughout much of the British 
Empire, but on the second Monday in November. In 1921, the Canadian 
Parliament passed an Armistice Day bill to observe ceremonies on the first 
Monday in the week of 11 November, but this combined the event with the 
Thanksgiving Day holiday. For much of the 1920s, Canadians observed the 
date with little public demonstration. Veterans and their families gathered in 
churches and around local memorials, but observances involved few other 
Canadians.  

In 1928, some prominent citizens, many of them veterans, pushed for 
greater recognition and to separate the remembrance of wartime sacrifice 
from the Thanksgiving holiday. In 1931, the federal government decreed 
that the newly named Remembrance Day would be observed on 11 
November and moved Thanksgiving Day to a different date. Remembrance 
Day would emphasize the memory of fallen soldiers instead of the political 
and military events leading to victory in the First World War.” 
(http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/guerre/remembrance-day-
e.aspx) 

Note #2  The Poppy 

“Scarlet corn poppies ... grow naturally in conditions of disturbed earth 
throughout Western Europe. The destruction brought by the Napoleonic 
wars of the early 19th Century transformed bare land into fields of blood 
red poppies, growing around the bodies of the fallen soldiers. 

In late 1914, the fields of Northern France and Flanders were once again 
ripped open as World War One [the First World War] raged through 
Europe's heart. Once the conflict was over the poppy was one of the only 
plants to grow on the otherwise barren battlefields. 

The significance of the poppy as a lasting memorial symbol to the fallen 
was realised by the Canadian surgeon John McCrae in his poem In 
Flanders Fields. The poppy came to represent the immeasurable sacrifice 



made by his comrades and quickly became a lasting memorial to those 
who died in World War One [the First World War] and later conflicts.” 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/remembrance/how/poppy.shtml) 

Note #3  Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 

“The Unknown Soldier was originally intended to represent all war dead 
whose remains had not been identified, a common problem along static 
First World War battlefields frequently churned by artillery and subsumed in 
mud. Since 1920, a single Unknown Soldier in London's Westminster 
Abbey had represented the unidentified war dead of Canada and other 
Commonwealth states. The original ceremony, presided over by King 
George V, had included many of the British Empire's Victoria Cross 
winners, and a group of 100 women, each of whom had lost their husband 
and all their sons during the war. France and the United States followed 
Great Britain's example in 1921, as did numerous other countries in 
subsequent years. These tombs and memorials gradually assumed 
broader significance, becoming sites of memory and mourning for all war 
dead and for civil ceremonies of broadly based remembrance instead of 
simple military commemoration.” 
(http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/guerre/unknown-soldier-
e.aspx) 

Canada’s Tomb of the Unknown Soldier is located in Ottawa 

Note #4  In Flanders Fields 

“John McCrae is best remembered as the author of In Flanders Fields, the 
most recognizable poem of the First World War.  

The Man 

McCrae was born in Guelph, Ontario and served as a gunner in the South 
African War. He was later a professor of medicine and physician at McGill 
University in Montreal. McCrae enlisted quickly at the outbreak of the First 
World War, hoping for a position as a gunner, but doctors were in short 
supply and he accepted an appointment as brigade-surgeon in an artillery 
brigade.  



 

The Poem 

At the Battle of Second Ypres in April 1915, McCrae spent 17 days caring 
for the wounded and performing surgery on Canadian and Allied troops. 
Exhausted and saddened by the death of a close friend, he composed In 
Flanders Fields during a brief rest. The poem was published on 8 
December 1915 in Punch magazine, where it achieved almost instant 
world-wide fame. It captured the Allies' belligerent mood and the 
requirement to "keep faith" with those who had already died.” 
(http://www.warmuseum.ca/cwm/exhibitions/guerre/flanders-fields-e.aspx) 

Note #5  Moment of Silence followed by the Last Post 

“The Last Post is the trumpet or bugle call sounded at 10 pm each night to 
inform soldiers that they should be inside their quarters for the night. It is 
also sounded at military funerals and commemorative services... to indicate 
that the soldier has completed his life's work and has entered into his rest.” 
(http://www.craigmarlatt.com/canada/symbols_facts&lists/remembrance_da
y.html) 

“Many people in the Commonwealth observe a moment of silence, often 
two minutes, at 11:00 am on 11 November each year [...] to remember 
sacrifices of members of the armed forces and of civilians in times of war. 
The period of silence is essentially a ritualized night vigil bracketed by the 
traditional bugle call "The Last Post"" and "The Rouse" which is also called 
"Reveille" in the United States. The Last Post was the traditional bugle call 
at the end of the day, and the Rouse started the military day. For military 
purposes, the traditional night vigil over the slain was not just to ensure 
they were indeed dead and not unconscious or in a coma, but also to guard 
them from being mutilated or despoiled, or dragged off by scavengers. This 
makes the ceremony not so much an act of remembrance but a pledge to 
guard the honour of war dead.” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Moment_of_silence) 

 



 

Note #6  Cenotaph and Laying of the Wreath 

“According to Veterans Affairs Canada, cenotaphs are statues or structures 
erected to "commemorate Canadian war dead or veterans of an event 
associated with a military operation in which Canada was actively engaged 
since 1867." The word cenotaph derives from the Greek (kenos, meaning 
"empty" and taphos, "tomb"). 

While cenotaphs date back to the days of ancient Greece, the best-known 
cenotaph of modern times was built in London to commemorate those who 
fought in the First World War. The stone monument is plain, except for two 
wreaths carved on each end and the words "The Glorious Dead." The 
monument is flanked by flags from the countries that make up the United 
Kingdom. London's cenotaph influenced the design of other war memorials 
in the British Commonwealth.” (http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/cenotaphs-
monuments-to-our-veterans-1.972283) 

“The National War Memorial is the site of the nationally televised 
Remembrance Day ceremony every year on 11 November. Along with 
Canadian war veterans, the ceremony is attended by the governor general, 
his or her prime minister, other important members of the government and 
other groups and organizations, and sometimes members of the Canadian 
Royal Family. The ceremony includes the placing of wreaths by 
representatives of various groups, such as veterans, the House of 
Commons, and the youth of Canada.” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_War_Memorial_(Canada)) 

The tradition of using wreaths to show respect is actually a very old one. 
Greeks and Romans often wove bay laurel tree leaves into wreaths to be 
worn as crowns by the victors of sporting events (like the Olympics!) or 
military campaigns. Ever since, the foliage of bay laurel trees has been a 
symbol of both victory and death. That is why wreaths are laid at 
commemorative ceremonies around the world.” 
(http://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/garden/flower)  



Rutland’s Cenotaph is located in Lion’s Park behind Plaza 33. 

 

Thank You for showing our students the importance 
of Remembrance Day!! 

 

 


