
 

 

RUTLAND SENIOR SECONDARY PAC MEETING MINUTES 
Tuesday, October 20, 2020 

 

1. Call to order, Introductions, In Attendance (via zoom) – Chris Tayler (PAC 

President), Teresa Banka (PAC Vice President) , Sue Ito (PAC Secretary), 

Peter Dyck (PAC Treasurer), Hugh Alexander (RSS Principal), Jarret Atkins 

(RSS Vice Principal), Sarah Watson (RSS Vice Principal), Russ Bischoff (RSS 

Vice Principal), Kim Ito, Sofia Simeonidis, Marie Howell, Angela Scheming, 

Tamara Ebl, Natalie Levinsen, Lisa Peters, Bonnie-Lee Gorda, Julee 

Richmond, Victoria Hnatovska, Terri Miazga, Janice Howell, Bonnie Siddon, 

       

2. Adoption of Agenda – motion to adopt, Terri Miazga, 2nd by Marie Howell 

     

3. Adoption of minutes:  September 2020 – motion to adopt – Kim Ito, 2nd by 

Janice Howell  

   

4. Administrator’s Report: Hugh Alexander 

 4.1 - Students have been outstanding with adhering to protocols.  

They are being respectful with being responsible citizens with wearing 

masks. 

 4.2 - Three fire drills have been held, along with an earthquake drill.  

Lock down drill will be held later this week.  Students are required to wear 

masks during these drills. 

 4.3 - Gary Bennett has been sponsoring the school with a hot 

breakfast for those students in need.  Thank you! 

 4.4 -   School retakes were done this week and about 300 students 

got retakes.  Yearbook is going to look a little different this year due to no 

sports teams and clubs.  The yearbook committee will try and fill the 

spaces with creative ideas. 

 4.5 - The last couple years a youth forum has been run.  Students 

voiced how to make their community a better place and put it into 

action.  One of the things that was asked when the forum was first 

created was, "If you could improve something, what would it be?"  School 

spirit was the most popular answer. One of the things they wanted to do is 

improve the how the forum looks with painting it school colours. They also 

talked about what they were proud of in their community.  (May days, 

etc.) Students wanted to have a winter carnival, but unfortunately this 

won't be happening this year.  The city has gotten on board and has 

supported them 100%.  In the past, they have used the Rutland Arena, the 

YMCA, and other buildings such as the gymnastics club.  They are hoping 



 

 

to get all 1500 students involved virtually somehow. (Via zoom)  They are 

hoping to also get keynote speakers, and showcase certain classes such 

as RSS dance and the choir.  They are also looking for donations for prizes. 

This is happening Thursday, November 19th.  

 4.6 - Remembrance Day Experience – three years ago, RSS made a 

shift from a traditional assembly for Remembrance Day to make it more of 

an "experience".  It was like a walk-through, and students walked through 

with classes where they could listen to stories and get students and 

members of the community more involved.  Obviously, this year will be 

different.  They have decided to have a lot of the same elements, but it 

will be done via a filmed production.  They will focus on a story (which will 

be a surprise), and many of the previous clubs/classes will continued to be 

showcased.  A link will be posted on the school website for parents to see.  

 4.7 - The administration team took a workshop on story telling.  The 

theme of RSS's story was to be like "Rocky".  They wanted to take the 

negative thoughts that were perceived by others and showcase all the 

positive things happening at our school.  We were fortunate we got to see 

a preview of the video.  Well done! 

 

Click here for the link to the video: (Click on "Straight Up") 

http://www.rss.sd23.bc.ca/CLP/Our%20Inquiry%20Process/pages/2020---

2021.aspx#/= 

  4.8 - A question was brought up with the construction on the corner 

of Rutland Road and Bach Road.  RSS was only given a days' notice that the 

road will be closed.  No communication has been made between the wet 

house facility on the corner of McCurdy Road. 

  4.9 - no update on mid-day school busing, and RSS has been told 

there will be no mid-day busing and parents/RSS will need to accommodate. 

  4.10 - Bonnie Siddon asked if there be an opportunity to help with 

Grad.  There will be opportunities, but they are not sure yet how they are going 

to do grad with the COVID restrictions.  Margaret Harvey is going to reach out to 

all the high schools to find ways to honor and celebrate the grads.  At this point, 

the grad council has met twice.  Keep watch for messages from school 

messenger.   

 

5. Treasurer’s Report: Peter Dyck – see attached – Peter motioned to accept 

the treasurer report, Marie Howell 2nd  

 

    

 

http://www.rss.sd23.bc.ca/CLP/Our%20Inquiry%20Process/pages/2020---2021.aspx#/
http://www.rss.sd23.bc.ca/CLP/Our%20Inquiry%20Process/pages/2020---2021.aspx#/


 

 

6.  President’s Report:         

A) Funding requests – the letter has been prepared to send to the 

teachers.  These requests will need to be in by the November 

PAC meeting.  Hugh – please ask teachers to email request to 

Chris at machryme2@shaw.ca 

 

B) Correspondence – thank you cards were received from the last 

of the recipients that received bursaries from RSS. 

C) COBSS – every year the PAC has given money to COBSS for 

bursaries.  It was changed last year that bursary money cannot 

be taken from gaming funds.  We normally give 10 bursaries, and 

the numbers of students applying for bursaries have been 

dwindling.  COBSS will not give bursaries for students who chose 

to take a gap year, so that could be why less students are 

applying.  We need to decide how bursaries are going to work 

this year.  Chris motioned to do one $500 bursary, plus the $25 

administration fee through COBSS from the general account.  2nd 

by Peter Dyck 

7.  COPAC:  Paula Morrison   

COPAC and Human Rights Committee Meetings - Summarized 

by Paula Morrison for RSS COPAC REP Oct 20 2020 

SD 23 Human Rights Committee summary meeting - Sept 24 2020 

7.1 - There are 2 settlement workers in schools funded by the Federal 

Government.  89 new immigrant families since the beginning of 

school.  We have 1264 immigrant students from 80 countries.  16 distance-

ed students. We also have 157 international students from 30 countries 

and were waiting at that time for 264 waiting for borders to open.  

 7.2 - Some discussion about a motion that came before the school 

board around Anti-racism and systemic racism.  Some action items that 

are coming to board are an inventory of what is being done, and policies 

to be looked at including inclusivity, accessibility and affordability.   UBCO 

is doing a project on anti-Discrimination. 

7.3 - Sept 30 was Orange shirt day in recognition of those who went 

to and are affected by residential schools and for those that did not 

come home. 

7.4 - February is Human Rights Month. Harmony day falls in this 

month as well. 

  7.5 - We are going to have a workshop format meeting for Dec 3 to 

create an action plan for the Human Rights committee. 
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COPAC meeting Summary - Oct 5 2020 

7.6 - There is a letter the Janet (COPAC Treasurer) has shared that 

KSS has sent into gaming regarding advocating for us to be able to use 

gaming funds for COBBS scholarships.  I have a copy and am attaching it 

and maybe we could edit and send in as well.  My understanding is that 

gaming funds can be used if we administer them and give them directly 

to our students - but this means we don’t have the benefit of the COBBS 

screening process and admin.  

7.7 - I submitted BCCCPAC registration information to Janet for RSS 

membership to BCCPAC and copied Chris. Janet will action and let us 

know if there are issues. 

7.8 - There are 4 indigenous youth wellness workers that work out of 

the Foundry and these are new positions.  They have mental health 

clinicians for youth.  

7.9 - Any loans made to PACS at the SD 23 level that are 

outstanding will have their payments deferred until next year. 

7.10 - November 13 2020 is the date the student will be accepted 

back who chose to homeschool and want to return to regular classes. 

7.11 - Superintendent Mr. Karel expects a balanced budget for 

SD23. 

7.12 - COPAC can support PACS with zoom licenses. 

7.13 - Susan of COTA mentioned that parents can participate in pro 

day activities on Oct 23. Register by contacting them directly. 

https://www.mycota.ca/conferences/october-pro-d.html 

7.14 - Grade 4&7 skills assessments have been postponed until 2021.  

           

7.  New Business - none          

8.  Adjournment – 8:47 pm 

 

Next PAC meeting November 17, 2020 (Funding Meeting) 

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mycota.ca%2Fconferences%2Foctober-pro-d.html&data=04%7C01%7Csusan.ito%40sd23.bc.ca%7C5d4e9784998d48d692d108d8752c4636%7Ca88c6e7e8efc4bc7956fe8170457f178%7C0%7C0%7C637388181382702106%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=YjKTcwn6paKgP500go9512HM32gfSqXqnPKZWDZeCCQ%3D&reserved=0

