
  
2022   RSS   Spring   Grad   Information   Letter   

  
  

Please  Note:  Receipt  of  this  letter  is   not  verification  that  your  son/daughter  is               
graduating.    Students   must   verify   their   standing   with   their   school   counselor.   

As  the  end  of  the  school  year  approaches,  the  time  has  come  to  discuss  traditional  school-sanctioned                  
events,  including  the  Grad  Walk,  Prom  (Dinner  and  Dance),  and  Convocation  Ceremonies.  We  know                
that  these  are  graduation  milestones  for  which  our  students  and  families  have  been  awaiting  and  are                  
eagerly  planning  for.   Due  to  the  ever  changing  Provincial  Health  restrictions  regarding  the  group  size                  
that  can  gather  indoors  versus  the  size  of  our  Grad  Class,  we  have  had  to  make  some  decisions  in                     
order  to  move  ahead  with  our  planning.  A  Convocation  event   this  large  and  complex,  with  so  many                   
variables  and  moving  parts,  becomes  that  much  more  challenging  the  closer  it  gets.  One  of  our                  
biggest  challenges  this  year  is  that  the  only  facility  in  town  that  can  safely  accommodate  our  Grad                   
Class  members,  their  families  and  our  staff  for  our  traditional  pre-COVID  ceremony  will  not  be                 
available   this   year   as   it   is   undergoing   extensive   renovations   until   at   least   the   end   of   July.   

RSS  will  help  to  coordinate  the  Grad  Walk  on  May  28th  and   will  again  focus  our  attention  on                    
celebrating  the  Graduating  Class  of  2022  before  the  end  of  June  through  a  pre-recorded                
virtual  convocation  ceremony .  As  we  did  last  year,   we  will  be  able  to  include  families   to  share                   
the  in-person  experience  for  the  recording  of  their  child(ren)  crossing  the  stage.  There  is  a  large                  
community  of  staff  throughout  the  school  and  district  who  remain  committed  to  honouring  the  Grads                 
of  2022.  Although  this  format  takes  place  over  several  days  and  includes  many  more  hours  and  work                   
versus  having  an  event  of  this  size  in  one  evening,  we  will  be  able  to  provide  an  experience  for  our                      
Graduating   students   and   their   families   that   is   more   inclusive   with   this   format.     

There  is  a  volunteer  Grad  Parent  group  who  have  taken  on  the  task  of  organizing  the  Prom,  to  be                     
held  after  the  Walk  on  May  28th  as  currently  there  are  different  restrictions  than  those  that  the                   
schools   have   to   abide   by.    More   information   to   follow.   

As  we  experienced  in  both  2020  and  2021,  and  despite  considerable  research  and  planning,  there                 
remains  no  model  that  would  accommodate  an  in-person  gathering  of  a  Graduating  Class.  As  a                 
result,  although  we  recognize  that  changes  bring  a  level  of  uncertainty  and  undoubtedly               
disappointment  for  some,  it  is  our  goal  that  we  will  still  be  able  to  honour  the  hard  work  and  efforts  of                       
these  students,  and  help  capture  memories  for  our  Grads  and  their  families.  Although  some  logistics                 
of  the  virtual  ceremony  are  currently  still  being  arranged,  we  are  once  again  working  with  a                  
professional  production  company  to  deliver  a  quality  product  and  keepsake,  and  the  ceremony  will  be                 
streamed  for  our  families  on   FRIDAY  JUNE  24,  2022  starting  at  6:00p.m .  Just  as  we  incur  costs  for                    
a  live  event,  there  are  costs  associated  with  a  virtual  model.  Therefore  a  $75  Grad  Fee  has  been                    
added  to  your  Grad’s  student  account.  In  order  to  participate  in  the  2022  ceremony  recording                 
process,  students  must  have  returned  any  overdue  textbooks  and  paid  any  outstanding  student  fees                
no  later  than   TUESDAY  MAY  31,  2022  (or  made  payment  plan  arrangements  with  your  alpha                 
Administrator).     

A  souvenir  cap  and  gown  are  on  order  and  are  set  for  distribution  during  lunch  hours                  
THURSDAY  MAY  19-  FRIDAY  MAY  27  in  the  Drama  Room .   In  order  to  collect  a  gown  the                   
student   must:   



1. Be  in  a  calculable  position  to  graduate.  Any  student  who  is  not  meeting  graduation                
requirements   will   be   directed   immediately   to   the   counselors   and   may   not   proceed.   

2. Have  returned  any  outstanding  textbooks  and  paid  all  student  fees,  including  the  $75               
Grad  fee.  If  this  poses  a  problem,  parents  may  set-up  a  payment  plan  with  their  alpha                  
administrator,  but  they  will  not  be  able  to  collect  their  gown  package  until  arrangements                
are  in  place.  Students  or  families  who  have  paid  or  returned  items  after  Wednesday                
May   11th   may   be   asked   to   provide   a   receipt   of   the   items   returned   or   paid   for.   

3. Students  who  have  already  submitted  their  Grad  Information  Sheet  will  be  asked  to               
confirm  their  message  (thanks  and  future  plans)  and,  if  necessary,  make  minor              
alterations.  If  students  are  not  prepared  or  do  not  wish  to  provide  a  personal  message                 
then  their  name  will  be  read  with  a  simple  congratulatory  message.  Without  exception,               
there  will  be  no  codes,  initials,  or  content  not  appropriate  for  broadcast  at  a  formal                 
ceremony  permitted.  Students  who  choose  to  submit  such  items  will  have  a  simple               
congratulatory  message  recorded  in  their  place.   These  messages  cannot  be  changed             
after   MONDAY   MAY   30th,   without   exception.     

4. Honour  Stoles  earned  for  their  grad  service  contributions  or  for  honorary  titles  will  be               
awarded  in  line  and  MUST  BE  WORN  during  their  recorded  stage  crossing.  Students               
will  be  asked  to  confirm  if  they  have  completed  an  Advanced  Placement  program  (which                
requires  writing  at  least  one  AP  exam).  Gold  cords  will  be  distributed  in  line  and                 
SHOULD   BE   WORN   during   their   recorded   stage   clip.   

5. Students  will  pick  up  their  keeper  cap  and  gown  package.  Students  who  submitted  their                
Grad  Information  Sheet  or  Grad  Gown  Request  before  April  20th,  will  be  guaranteed               
their  size  selection  based  on  their  height.  Students  who  did  NOT  submit  their  size                
selection  will  be  accommodated  to  the  greatest  extent  possible.  The  cap  and  gown  are                
souvenir  commemorative  items  and  do  not  need  returning  after  the  ceremony  recording.              
The  custom   v-stole  students  must  return  after  the  ceremony  recording--  they  were              
made  possible  by  a  generous  gift  by  the  RSS  P.A.C.   If  you  would  like  to  purchase  a                   
KEEPER  V-Stole  for  your  own  personal  use  (e.g.  photography  after  ceremony            
recording),  please  pay  $5  online  through  School  Cash  or  see  Ms  Claggett  in  the                
main   office.     

  
Unlike  other  years  where  the  limited  exchange  of  student  gowns  was  permissible,  there               
will  be   ABSOLUTELY  NO  EXCHANGES  PERMITTED   this  year.  It  is  VERY             
IMPORTANT  THAT  STUDENTS  ARE  PRESENT  to  pick  up  their  gowns  and,  in  rare               
cases  where  this  isn’t  possible,  the  person  collecting  their  gown  MUST  KNOW  THEIR               
PRECISE   HEIGHT   without   shoes.   

After  speaking  with  our  Grads  about  their  needs  and  wishes,  we  will  again  be  recording  these                  
ceremonies  outside  of  school  hours  on   June  4th  and  5th .  Provided  social  distancing  and  sanitation                 
processes  are  adhered  to,  we  are  hopeful  that  Grads  will  be  allowed  to  have  up  to  eight  (8)                    
guests  view  their  recorded  time  slot.  Because  PHO  restrictions  continue  to  change,  all  guests                
should  be  prepared  that  they  may  need  to  wear  a  mask  and  sanitize  before  entering.   Because                  
the  recording  is  to  be  held  in  the  gym  at  RSS,   there  are  no  vaccination  restrictions  for  Grads  or                     
their   guests    at   this   time.     

Although  a  specific  schedule  will  be  released  at  the  beginning  of  May,  we  know  that   Grads  will  have                    
scheduled  recording  sessions  on  either  Saturday  June  4,  2022  or  Sunday  Jun 5, 2022 .   ALL               
STAGE  CLIPS  MUST  BE  RECORDED  SATURDAY  JUNE  4th-  MONDAY  JUNE  6th,  after  which               
the   staging   will   be   unavailable.     



EACH   GRAD    KEEPS   THEIR   CAP   AND   GOWN    AFTER   THE   STAGE   CROSSING   IS   RECORDED.     

EACH  GRAD  WILL  NEED  TO  RETURN  THEIR  V-STOLE  AFTER  THEIR  INDIVIDUAL  STAGE              
CROSSING  IS  RECORDED.   These  high  quality  V-Stoles  have  been  purchased  due  to  the  generous                
gift  made  by  the  RSS  P.A.C.  and  are  not  part  of  the  souvenir  package  like  in  previous  years.  In  order                      
to  receive  a  KEEPER  V-STOLE  it  must  be  PRE-PURCHASED  through  SchoolCash  online              
before   Apr 1, 2022 .   

  

The   Safety   of   your   Child   at   Non-Sanctioned   Graduation   Events   

For   each   of   our   Grade   12   students,   the   graduation   year   is   a   special   and   celebrated   milestone.    We   
have   some   events   that   we   are   still   organizing   and   supporting   at   RSS   for   your   Grade   12   student(s).   
These   events   may   look   different   or   have   been   canceled   and   or   postponed   due   to   the   status   of   
COVID-19   and   the   restrictions.    RSS   staff,   parents,   and   students   work   very   hard   to   organize   these   
events   and   ensure   all   safety   concerns   are   addressed.    These   traditionally   include   our   Winter   Formal   
‘Crystal   Ball’,   as   well   as   other   events   such   as   Movie   Nights,   Prom,   Grad   Walk   and   the   Convocation   
Ceremony.    These   are   just   a   few   activities   that   we   plan   and   facilitate   for   our   Grad’s   enjoyment.   
Although   this   year   we   have   not   been   able   to   offer   all   of   these   events   due   to   COVID   restrictions.   

Unfortunately,   there   are   other    non-sanctioned   grad   events    that   as   a   school   we   do   not   supervise   or   
support.    These   activities   are   organized   and   arranged   by   graduates   themselves   and   include   "Grad   
kidnappings”,   subsequent   "bush   parties"   that   take   place   in   our   community   or   “Grad   trips”.    

We   want   to   be   clear   that   we   have   serious   concerns   regarding   student   behavior   and   safety   at   all   of   the   
above-mentioned   non-sanctioned   events   and   we   strongly   caution   and   ask   parents   to   investigate   
these   non-sanctioned   activities   carefully.     


